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Background Information: What is Tesla?  
Magnetic resonance imaging systems (MRI) are classified according to the 

strength of the magnetic field they generate. The unit of measure used is Tesla 

(named for Croatian physicist Nikola Tesla, 1856 to 1943). Over the 30 years 

MRI has been used in medicine, continuously stronger magnets have been 

developed. Where a magnetic field strength of 0.5 Tesla used to be customary, 

today 1.5 Tesla systems are common. As a comparison: the earth’s magnetic 

field has a strength of about 50 millionths of a Tesla. These days, 3 Tesla 

systems are also being used in hospitals. In addition, MRI systems with 7 Tesla 

magnetic field strength are used in research.  

 
Siemens Medical Solutions is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. 

The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare 

information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve 

tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. From imaging systems for diagnosis, to 

therapy equipment for treatment, to molecular medicine to hearing instruments and beyond, 

Siemens innovations contribute to the health and well-being of people across the globe, while 

improving operational efficiencies and optimizing workflow in hospitals, clinics, home health 

agencies, and doctors' offices. Recent acquisitions in the area of in-vitro diagnostics – such as 

Diagnostic Products Corporation – mark a significant milestone for Siemens as it becomes the 

first full service diagnostics company. Employing approximately 36,000 people worldwide and 

operating in more than 130 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 8.23 billion 

EUR, orders of 9.33 billion EUR and group profit of 1,06 billion EUR for fiscal 2006 (preliminary 

figures). Further information can be found under: http://www.siemens.com/medical  
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