
 

 
 
 
 

News Release 
 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary installs Symbia S 
Image clarity and automated features combine for greater efficiency 
 

The imaging department at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, part of NHS Grampian, has received a boost 

with the installation of a Symbia® S SPECT from Siemens Healthcare.  The upgrade to a Symbia S 

will assist in meeting the Board’s targets for scanning patients plus complement two other systems in 

the nuclear medicine department. 

 

The addition of a Symbia S accelerates workflow in the nuclear medicine department with faster image 

acquisition on a wide range of procedures, particularly brain and bone scanning.   

 

The Symbia S features an integrated collimator changer, eliminating the need for a collimator cart by 

providing a storage area underneath the bed.  An automatic collimator attachment and robotic detector 

positioning are easily selected from the touch-screen patient positioning monitor.  This space saving 

solution is simple to use and safer for the operator. 

 

“Performing examinations using the Symbia S enables us to achieve better resolution images at faster 

speeds,” said Lesley Lovell, Principal Technologist at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.  “The inclusion of a 

fully automated collimator changer was a key factor in our decision to purchase the system as it gives 

us more time to perform other tasks and more flexibility when scheduling examinations.” 

 

“The Symbia S combines automation and fast image acquisition,” said Jim Donald, Regional Sales 

Manager at Siemens Healthcare.  “We are delighted that the new system has the potential to help 

meet NHS Grampian’s targets by enabling staff to maximise the use of their time.” 
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About Siemens Healthcare 
 
The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry.  The 

company is a renowned medical solutions provider with core competence and innovative strength in diagnostic 

and therapeutic technologies as well as in knowledge engineering, including information technology and system 

integration.  With its laboratory diagnostics acquisitions, Siemens Healthcare is the first integrated healthcare 

company, bringing together imaging and lab diagnostics, therapy and healthcare information technology 

solutions, supplemented by consulting and support services.  Siemens Healthcare delivers solutions across the 

entire continuum of care – from prevention and early detection, to diagnosis, therapy and care.  Additionally, 

Siemens Healthcare is the global market leader in innovative hearing instruments.  The company employs more 

than 49,000 people worldwide and operates in 130 countries. In the fiscal year 2008 (Sept. 30), Siemens 

Healthcare reported sales of €11.2 billion, orders of €11.8 billion, and Sector profit of €1.2 billion.  Further 

information can be found by visiting http://www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare. 
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Picture caption: The Symbia® S from Siemens Healthcare at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. (Left to right): Dr 
Howard Gemmell, Head of Nuclear Medicine; Joyce Davidson, Former Principal Technologist; Dr Fergus 
McKiddie, Principal Clinical Scientist; Lesley Lovell, Principal Technologist; Dr. Roger Staff, Consultant Clinical 
Scientist. 

  


