
 

 
 
 
 

News Release 
 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital introduces 
revolutionary CT to transform patient care 
Flash speed and low dose system to tackle UK’s biggest killer 
 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, part of Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, has today 

unveiled the first SOMATOM® Definition Flash situated outside of London.  Set to enhance cardiac 

services at the Trust, the state-of-the-art CT will offer local patients an advanced onsite technology for 

faster, more accurate diagnoses.  Funding for the system was secured by a combination of NHS 

funding and a charitable donation through Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust. 

 

With the ability to present images in a flash at the lowest dose, the Definition Flash will yield exciting 

possibilities for both routine scanning and research applications at Addenbrooke’s.  Furthermore, the 

speed and image quality of the system will enable the hospital to offer CT coronary angiograms to 

patients using the latest technology. 

 

“The speed of the Definition Flash will deliver new opportunities for performing CT coronary 

angiograms and we will be able to significantly extend the range of people who currently undergo this 

procedure to include younger and middle aged patients,” said Ashley Shaw, Lead Radiologist for CT 

at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  “Furthermore, its speed means we will be able to offer a better 

examination experience for our young patients by reducing the need for sedation.” 

 

The Definition Flash can perform a scan of the entire heart in just 250 milliseconds, which is less than 

half a heart beat.  Additionally it can image hearts with a fast pulse or an irregular beat without using 

beta blockers.  Due to its rapid scanning speed, the system can also perform coronary angiography 

examinations in the sub-millisievert (mSv) range.   



 

 

“Diseases of the heart and circulatory system are the main cause of death in the UK; the advanced 

Definition Flash at Addenbrooke’s Hospital will give patients access to a state-of-the-art onsite facility 

for the detailed diagnosis of a range of conditions, including cardiac,” said Graham Walker, Regional 

Sales and Corporate Business Manager at Siemens Healthcare.  “We look forward to seeing the 

benefits the CT will provide in both its clinical and research functions at Addenbrooke’s.” 

 

“This new CT machine is another wonderful advance, maintaining Addenbrooke's position as the 

premier CT site in the country,” said Emeritus Professor Adrian Dixon, Consultant Radiologist at 

Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  “This perpetuates the original aim of the charity which launched the appeal 

for the first body CT machine in Cambridge, opened by Prince Charles in 1981.  We are very grateful 

for this further charitable donation which has made this development possible.  For patients, the 

examinations will be even more accurate, even quicker and with a lower radiation dose.” 

 

The Definition Flash has replaced a seven year old four-slice Siemens system and will image patients 

alongside three other Siemens CT systems, the SOMATOM® Emotion, SOMATOM® Sensation 16 and 

SOMATOM Sensation 64.  Each system in the department is used for a range of routine imaging 

requirements.   
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About Siemens Healthcare 
 
The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world's largest suppliers to the healthcare industry and a 

trendsetter in medical imaging, laboratory diagnostics, medical information technology and hearing aids.  

Siemens is the only company to offer customers products and solutions for the entire range of patient care from 

a single source – from prevention and early detection to diagnosis and on to treatment and aftercare.  By 

optimising clinical workflows for the most common diseases, Siemens also makes healthcare faster, better and 

more cost-effective.  Siemens Healthcare employs some 49,000 employees worldwide and operates in over 130 

countries. In fiscal year 2008 (to September 30), the Sector posted revenue of 11.2 billion euros and profit of 1.2 

billion euros.  For further information please visit: www.siemens.com/healthcare. 

 
 
Approximately 479 words 

 
19 November 2009 



 

For more information or images please contact: 
 
Georgina Wright / Dorothy Chandler 
Media Safari 
T:   01225 471202 
E:  georginaw@mediasafari.co.uk / dorothyc@mediasafari.co.uk 
 
Siemens Healthcare 
Kerry Milton 
T:   01276 696338 
E:  kerry.milton@siemens.com 
W: http://www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare 
 
 
Picture caption: A heart, scanned with the Flash Spiral Cardio of the SOMATOM® Definition Flash.  
 

 
 
Picture caption: Thorax - triple rule-out without breath hold in less than one second at a dose below five mSv. 
 

 
 


