
 

 
 
 
 

News Release 
 
Croft Vets enhances facilities with CT scanner 
New SOMATOM Spirit provides detailed scans of domestic pets  
 

Croft Vets, the North East’s leading veterinary practice, recently opened its state-of-the-art flagship 

hospital in Cramlington, Northumberland to provide a centralised service.  The new hospital is part of a 

£3 million investment by the organisation with a 24 hour emergency and surgical facility.  Included in 

the range of technology at the new site is an advanced CT scanner from Siemens Healthcare.  Since 

the centre opened, the SOMATOM® Spirit CT has been used for general diagnostic imaging as well 

as orthopaedic referrals and neurology scans.   

 

Before the installation, Croft Vets had the use of a visiting mobile MRI unit at the old site.  The 

SOMATOM Spirit is the first CT for the practice and will provide a permanent imaging service for 

domestic pets.  The system is a multislice CT scanner that offers an efficient and reliable solution.  It 

also features outstanding image quality and short examination times to enhance diagnosis. 

 

“Before the installation we had MR and X-ray facilities, but the new CT has allowed us to offer an 

advanced onsite facility for the range of domestic pets we treat at the practice,” said Joanne Jobling, 

Practice Manager at Croft Vets.  “We recently treated a guinea pig for a fractured jaw but the 

diagnosis was not picked up with X-ray imaging.  Using the Spirit CT meant we could take the image 

and then rotate it to get a more comprehensive view of the structure as well as soft tissue information.  

The images it produces are amazing and allow us to diagnose with far greater accuracy.” 

 

“The SOMATOM Spirit is a reliable and highly versatile choice, which makes it a great asset to a 

veterinary practice branching out into CT imaging for the first time,” said Neil Lincoln, Regional Sales 

Manager at Siemens Healthcare.  “The system is also adaptable enough to successfully image Croft 

Vets’ range of animal patients.  We hope the new SOMATOM Spirit will enhance the great work being 



 

carried out at the centre, improving diagnosis and, as a result, the treatment provided for domestic 

pets.” 

 

- ends - 
 
About Siemens Healthcare 
 
The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry.  The 

company is a renowned medical solutions provider with core competence and innovative strength in diagnostic 

and therapeutic technologies as well as in knowledge engineering, including information technology and system 

integration.  With its laboratory diagnostics acquisitions, Siemens Healthcare is the first integrated healthcare 

company, bringing together imaging and lab diagnostics, therapy and healthcare information technology 

solutions, supplemented by consulting and support services.  Siemens Healthcare delivers solutions across the 

entire continuum of care – from prevention and early detection, to diagnosis, therapy and care.  Additionally, 

Siemens Healthcare is the global market leader in innovative hearing instruments.  The company employs more 

than 49,000 people worldwide and operates in 130 countries. In the fiscal year 2008 (Sept. 30), Siemens 

Healthcare reported sales of €11.2 billion, orders of €11.8 billion, and Sector profit of €1.2 billion.  Further 

information can be found by visiting http://www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare. 
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Picture caption: The SOMATOM Spirit at Croft Vets. (Left to right): Neil Lincoln, Siemens Regional Sales 
Manager and Louise McLean, Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

 
 
Picture caption: The SOMATOM Spirit is the first CT for the practice and will provide a permanent imaging 
service for domestic pets. 

 


