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16 November 2006
Airedale NHS Trust on call, on line, on time

Siemens speeds up doctor contact and critical data access with new wireless voice and data network 
Airedale NHS Trust has selected Siemens Enterprise Communications to deliver seamless WiFi connectivity across its Airedale General Hospital. Currently being implemented across all acute service wards including surgical and orthopaedics, the WiFi network will revolutionise how healthcare professionals at Airedale NHS communicate internally. 
The voice and data wireless network will enhance doctor contactability and enable seamless access to essential data applications including patient records.  Airedale NHS Trust selected a converged solution as a cost effective and future proofing way to improve existing internal mobile communications such as paging and DECT systems.
“The converged wireless network will enable seamless collaboration between doctors and will ultimately provide them with real time access to data applications wherever they are in the hospital,” said Geoff Goss, head of medical technical services, Airedale NHS Trust.  “This new and advanced communications environment will ensure that members of staff have access to critical information immediately, speeding up decision making and delivering even faster responses to emergencies.  We will also remain flexible to new technological advancements – including the potential for doctors to receive streamed video content including X-rays, to their wireless devices.”    
The new WiFi network installation will also help Airedale NHS to meet the objectives of the ‘Hospital at Night’ scheme initiated by the Department of Health.  The scheme aims to maximise the operational efficiency and productivity of hospital staff working during the night.  
Geoff Goss continues:  “By enhancing our communications environment, we have made it easier for specialists in multidisciplinary teams to share workload, improving the quality of care received by our patients; this is the overarching goal of the ‘Hospital at Night’ scheme. We are also looking at the opportunity to install personal location software on the handheld devices as a security measure, improving the safety of lone workers at night.”
Andrew Penn IP infrastructure business manager at Siemens Enterprise Communications commented:  “Airedale’s new WiFi infrastructure will not only enhance communications between healthcare professionals, but also provide them with an advanced platform to deploy next generation mobile services.  This approach epitomises Siemens’ award-winning LifeWorks vision of creating a secure, highly collaborative, communications environment which delivers a uniform end-user experience, independent of network, device or location.  By optimising its internal communications through the seamless delivery of voice and data over a unified network, Airedale NHS will further improve the level of responsiveness and care that they provide to patients.”
-ENDS-
About Siemens Enterprise Communications:

Siemens Enterprise Communications is one of the world’s leading vendors of Open Communications solutions for enterprises of all sizes, enabling business processes to be more productive, faster and more secure – with any device, network or information technology infrastructure.  The company is a wholly owned subsidiary of Siemens AG with 17,000 employees globally and headquarters in Munich.
About LifeWorks 
Lifeworks is Siemens’ award-winning strategic vision for communications.  Siemens has created LifeWorks to address today’s fragmented communications landscape by delivering a uniform user experience based on secure open standards.   By integrating communications across multiple protocols, networks and devices, LifeWorks creates a unified domain which enables seamless collaboration and access to critical information, irrespective of geographical location.  

Siemens is delivering on the LifeWorks vision today and has combined its extensive knowledge and experience as a leading ICT solutions provider to satisfy the current and future communication requirements of carriers, enterprises and end users.

For further information, please contact:

Neil Jessiman or Nick Head at Companycare Communications

0118 9395900 or siemens@companycare.com
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