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NEW SIEMENS ONCOLOGY PRESIDENT: ‘ART’ OF PERSONALIZED ONCOLOGY CARE MUST BE DRIVEN BY SCIENCE OF INTEGRATION

Marriage of Imaging and Therapy Delivery Holds Key to Reducing ‘Safety Margin’ and Cutting Costs of Care
PHILADELPHIA, November 6, 2006 – A clarion call went out to the scientific and clinical oncology communities today from two of its leading proponents, challenging those on the cutting edge of cancer research and care to “break down the barriers of conventional thinking and explore the furthest reaches of the creative and innovative spirit” to propel oncology therapeutics to new heights.

“Disparate pieces of the therapeutic puzzle create adequate, but by no means optimal care,” said Holger Schmidt, the new president of Siemens Medical Solutions Oncology Care division. “By transforming the therapeutic approach, we can connect those pieces and complete the picture of truly personalized cancer care.”

Schmidt, flanked by renowned radiation oncology researcher and co-presenter Dr. John Buatti of the University of Iowa, delivered his comments as part of a media forum at the 48th Annual American Society of Therapeutic Radiology (ASTRO) meeting. The annual ASTRO conference brings together more than 10,000 individuals and 260 exhibitors including leading researchers in radiation therapy for the largest meeting of the radiation therapy industry.
Schmidt and Buatti both acknowledged developments in Adaptive Radiation Therapy (ART) including systems for Volume-Guided Radiation Therapy™ (VGRT) and Dose-Guided Radiation Therapy™ (DGRT) – and pointed to the progress in genomic and proteomic tools as examples of advances in oncology care that are redefining the therapeutic approach and creating a cohesive healthcare continuum in oncology.
Buatti specifically cited the completion of the digital link in the oncology care environment as having perhaps the greatest recent impact on oncology care.
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“The more information you have, the better the care can be – it’s as simple as that,” Buatti told the assembly. “With more information, we can be more precise in our decisions and more precise in the care we provide; however, more can be done to transform the therapeutic approach and improve the quality of care.”

THE SIEMENS VISION – THE SCIENCE OF ‘ART’
At ASTRO, Siemens will showcase a broad range of solutions that are helping to redefine the oncology care continuum – from early detection and diagnosis through treatment and follow-up. Chief among its highlights will be the company’s work with ART. ART combines the most advanced imaging and therapy technologies to allow clinicians to better visualize the changing location, shape and size of tumors, and adapt each treatment accordingly to achieve a more personalized approach to cancer therapy. 
Siemens’ broad portfolio of ART solutions includes the PRIMATOM™ System, a unique IGRT solution which combines a Siemens linear accelerator with a SOMATOM® CT scanner with sliding gantry to provide the ability to visualize treatment structures prior to treatment in order to assure correct patient positioning. Siemens’ CT-sliding gantry solution is recognized as the gold standard in in-room treatment imaging.
The company’s latest advancement in ART, MVision™, is Siemens’ signature megavoltage cone beam (MVCB) IGRT solution, and is the first commercial implementation of cone beam technology utilizing a standard radiotherapy treatment beam. MVision makes it possible for the megavoltage (MV) source used for treatment to also create a 3D image of the patient, enabling clinicians to “see inside” the patient at the most appropriate moment.

“Technologic advances such as this can increase the ‘safety margin’ of patient treatments while at the same time reducing costs,” said Buatti. “We have the ability to be incredibly precise with the delivery of radiation therapy, and that’s great news for patients.” 
In addition to MVision, Siemens will also highlight its oncology workflow and IT solutions with the syngo® Suite for Oncology*, based on the company’s universal user-friendly software platform for all modalities. The syngo Suite for Oncology integrates imaging, data, and user management functions of the principle users in radiation oncology departments to provide optimal workflow.
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“In cancer care, information management is essential to maximizing care,” said Schmidt. “By creating an integrated data environment, we free the oncology team from the rigors of managing the information and allow them to focus on what’s most important – caring for the patient.”
Siemens Medical Solutions of Siemens AG (NYSE: SI) with headquarters in Malvern, Pennsylvania, and Erlangen, Germany, is one of the largest suppliers to the healthcare industry in the world. The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. Employing approximately 33,000 people worldwide and operating in more than 120 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 7.6 billion EUR, orders of 8.6 billion EUR and group profit of 976 million EUR for fiscal 2005. More information can be obtained by visiting www.usa.siemens.com/medical-pressroom.

* The COHERENCE™ Suite of Oncology workspaces is currently being rebranded to syngo® Suite for Oncology. The new name brand and future functionalities (not included in this piece), are pending FDA 510(k) market clearance and presently not for sale in the US. Features mentioned in this piece may be purchased under the COHERENCE name brand.
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