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Karen J. Carpenter

2006 Siemens Clinical Advancement Scholarship Recipient
Program: Radiological sciences bachelor’s degree, Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences

Home: Marshville, N.C.

Recipient Quote: During the past 11 years, I have worked as a registered radiologic technologist and cardiovascular-special procedures technologist. I have always tried to promote the imaging profession and encouraged others to enter the field when considering an occupation in the medical field, and I feel that one way this can be accomplished is through teaching. Receiving my bachelor’s degree in radiologic sciences will help me to realize my dream of teaching. Receiving the Siemens Clinical Advancement Scholarship will greatly help me to achieve my educational goal of obtaining my B.S. degree in the radiologic sciences. It will help to ease the financial strain that completing my degree has put on my family’s finances.
Personal Information:

About my family:

My husband Rick and I will celebrate our 20th anniversary this year and we have a son, Nicholas, who is 16. I am very close to and spend a lot of time with my parents, sisters and extended family. I would not be successful without all of them.

How receiving this scholarship will affect me:

It has been a struggle to pay for college tuition. Our finances have been strained with expenses for my son with medical bills, specialized testing and tutoring. This scholarship will ease my family’s financial burden.

What I was doing before pursuing this degree or certificate:

I took on the responsibilities of CPT coding and billing from my department at work, which was taken over from medical records. It has been difficult to learn, but is very rewarding. Before that I studied and successfully passed the cardiovascular registry.

What led me to choose this next step in my career:

I have always had the desire to teach radiologic technology and mentor students. I felt that pursuing my B.S. degree would be the first logical step in realizing my dream of teaching.

What my plans are directly after graduation:

While continuing to work as a special procedures cardiovascular technologist, I hope to serve as a part time clinical coordinator to radiologic technology students. I feel that this will help me transition into full time teaching. I do hope to always work at least part time as a technologist.
Something special about myself:

I am very active at my church: teaching Sunday school, directing the children’s choir, singing in the adult choir and serving on several committees. I am a 4-H leader and a member of the high school booster club. I like to scrapbook, watch college basketball—especially the Carolina Tarheels—and visit lighthouses.
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