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Donna J. Rufsholm
2006 Siemens Clinical Advancement Scholarship Recipient
Program:  Health arts bachelor’s degree at the University of St. Francis
Home:  Homer, Alaska
Recipient Quote: I feel that it is important for an individual in a leadership position to have a well-rounded background and education beyond the basic completion requirements in the field in which they are credentialed or licensed. Completion of the University of St. Francis Bachelor of Health Sciences program will provide me with new strategies, ideas and concepts; enhance my critical thinking and problem-solving skills; and broaden my educational background. The Siemens Clinical Advancement Scholarship, through the ASRT Education and Research Foundation, will help me to afford to complete my degree in the next two years.

Personal Information:

About my family:

I am a single parent of a 15 year-old daughter who is a sophomore in high school this year. I have two grown children, a 31 year-old son and a 26 year-old daughter. I have two wonderful grandchildren ages 5 and 7 months.

How receiving this scholarship will affect me:

This scholarship will help me afford to complete my degree in the next two years. I am a single parent and sole provider for myself and my daughter. I would like to complete my degree so I can assist my daughter with her tuition expenses in two years.

What I was doing before pursuing this degree or certificate:

I have been employed as a radiology manager at a rural Alaska hospital for the past nine years and hope to continue working in my position while pursuing my degree.

What led me to choose this career:

I believe that an individual in a management position should have education beyond the basic completion requirements in the field in which they are licensed. I have been taking classes for many years to obtain my degree and decided that it was an obtainable goal for me if I applied myself and set a completion date.

What my plans are directly after graduation:

I hope to continue working at my present job as radiology manager, but would like to eventually apply for a position with the Alaska Department of Radiological Health.

Something special about myself:

I received the Supervisor of the Year Award in 1992 at the Commonwealth Health Center in Saipan, M.P., and the Manager of the Year Award in 1998 at South Peninsula Hospital, Homer, Alaska. I am on the Alaska Society of Radiologic Technologist Board of Directors and chair of the Legislative Affairs Committee. I am also a board trustee for the South Peninsula Hospital Foundation.
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