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Siemens Unveils Latest Initiatives to Help Healthcare Providers Achieve ‘Meaningful Use’  
Recent employee industry appointments reinforce company’s strong Health IT commitment 

 
Malvern, PA., August 10, 2009 – Today, Siemens Healthcare announces its latest efforts to 
help healthcare providers achieve Health IT ‘Meaningful Use’ criteria, continuing its pledge 
to assist customers in maximizing potential benefits under the American Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act (ARRA). The company is poised to explore these and other strategic 
initiatives with providers as it helps recommend and shape language in Washington related 
to the ongoing nationwide push for greater Health IT adoption. 

Steps include providing complimentary, customized ARRA Meaningful Use roadmaps to all 

current and future customers to establish a clear line-of-sight plan for achieving ARRA Meaningful 

Use benchmarks within the required timeframe, along with offering new quality reporting tools 
that, among other things, enable providers to document, validate, and automatically extract data 

from charts to help expedite the submission of quality measures for reimbursement. Additionally, 

Siemens has enhanced its existing solutions implementation methodology to ensure that gaps 

between customers’ current IT solutions and meaningful use are recognized and addressed 

throughout their installation, education, adoption, and ongoing support plans. 

“Siemens Healthcare fully endorses the White House’s efforts to incentivize providers’ Health IT 

adoption as an important component of ongoing health reform measures,” said Joe Gaetano, vice 

president, Siemens Healthcare ARRA Program Office. “All across our solution portfolio, we’re 

committed to leverage our assets and capacity to innovatively assist our customers in achieving 

meaningful use.” 
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Underscoring the company’s strong dedication and voice in the national Health IT arena, Siemens 

also announces its latest employee Health IT-related industry appointments, including Charlene 

Underwood, director, Government & Industry Affairs, Siemens Healthcare, who in June joined the 

Meaningful Use Workgroup of the HIT Policy Committee, where she contributes her extensive 

industry knowledge towards formulating recommendations for defining, revising and proposing 

meaningful use definitions and national goals. Accompanying her in this space is Siemens 

Healthcare privacy officer, Don Bechtel, who was appointed in June to serve as the Clinical 
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Operations Workgroup Liaison to the HIT Standards Panel, part of the HIT Standards Committee, 

which works towards establishing standards that will enable and support widespread 

interoperability among healthcare software applications in a nationwide health information network. 

Additionally, IT architect William Geiger now holds a seat on the Advanced Security Workgroup of 

the Certification Commission HIT (CCHIT), recognized as the certification body for electronic 

health records, and is joined by fellow colleagues David Tao, MS, D.Sc., senior key expert - 

Interoperability Champion, and Eric Ringle, RN, MS, product manager, who both maintain existing 

positions on other CCHIT Workgroups. 

 

Further details about Siemens’ latest customer-focused ARRA and Health IT efforts can be found 

on the Siemens Executive Gateway: www.siemens.com/executivegateway
 

The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world's largest suppliers to the healthcare industry and a trendsetter in 

medical imaging, laboratory diagnostics, medical information technology and hearing aids. Siemens is the only company 

to offer customers products and solutions for the entire range of patient care from a single source – from prevention and 

early detection to diagnosis, and on to treatment and aftercare. By optimizing clinical workflows for the most common 

diseases, Siemens also makes healthcare faster, better and more cost-effective. Siemens Healthcare employs some 

49,000 employees worldwide and operates in over 130 countries. In fiscal year 2008 (to September 30), the Sector 

posted revenue of 11.2 billion euros and profit of 1.2 billion euros. For further information please visit: 

www.siemens.com/healthcare. 
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