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Siemens Takes Leadership Position in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Customer Assistance
Company pledges to help customers understand legislation and maximize their potential benefits of the stimulus package.
Malvern, PA., March 12, 2009 – Today, Siemens Healthcare (www.siemens.com/healthcare) announced details of its program aimed at assisting customers navigate the key Health IT provisions of the recently-enacted American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA). Through these activities, the company hopes to further inform its customers about the intricacies of the legislation and enable them to maximize the potential benefits of the stimulus package.

“With the recent passing of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009, we are encouraged by the action Congress and President Obama have taken to provide resources to accelerate the adoption of electronic health records.” says Janet Dillione, CEO of the Health Services business unit of Siemens Healthcare. “Siemens has a long-standing history of proactive industry involvement, and we look forward to both furthering our customers’ understanding of the impact of the legislation and supporting them in achieving outstanding performance in response to these key national initiatives.”

Beginning last week, Siemens’ customers were invited to participate in a series of educational webcasts discussing a broad range of relevant Health IT and ARRA topics, including: 

· Tuesday, March 3, 2009:  “Secure Your Healthcare IT Investment”

· Friday, March 13, 2009: “Healthcare policy and IT initiatives: What a difference a year makes”

· Tuesday, March 17, 2009: “Washington Update: Policies, Politics, and News Community Hospitals Can Use”

· Friday, March 27, 2009: Pre-HIMSS Update

This week, on March 13, Siemens will host the Delaware Valley Health Information Management Systems Society (HIMSS) 2009 annual meeting at its Malvern campus, where Pennsylvania 13th District Congresswoman Allyson Y. Schwartz will provide a keynote address to all on-site attendees and national web cast participants focused on the HIT aspects of the ARRA.  The program will also include an overview of national initiatives and discussion of recent and potential legislative actions on the national and state levels, as well as a thought-leaders panel who will share their views on the impacts of this new legislation on the adoption of interoperable electronic health records.  

Finally, Siemens has coordinated a series of joint on-site customer education activities at several Siemens-sponsored and industry-leading events, including the MedSeries 4® Vision Users Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, April 19-22, Siemens Healthcare Leadership Forum in Bonita Springs, Florida, May 3-5, and many others.

Customers are also encouraged to visit Siemens’ Executive Gateway (www.siemens.com/executivegateway) for the latest ARRA information and updates, along with the latest economic stimulus-related material and activities.
As more information becomes available, Siemens will schedule additional webcasts to keep their customers informed.
The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. The company is a renowned medical solutions provider with core competence and innovative strength in diagnostic and therapeutic technologies as well as in knowledge engineering, including information technology and system integration. With its laboratory diagnostics acquisitions, Siemens Healthcare is the first integrated healthcare company, bringing together imaging and lab diagnostics, therapy, and healthcare information technology solutions, supplemented by consulting and support services. Siemens Healthcare delivers solutions across the entire continuum of care – from prevention and early detection, to diagnosis, therapy and care. Additionally, Siemens Healthcare is the global market leader in innovative hearing instruments. The company employs around 49,000 people worldwide and operates in 130 countries. In the fiscal year 2008 (Sept. 30), Siemens Healthcare reported sales of €11.2 billion, orders of €11.8 billion, and Sector profit of €1.2 billion. Further information can be found by visiting http://www.siemens.com/healthcare.
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