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At ACC 2011, Siemens Demonstrates Solution for Ultr afast Nuclear Cardiology 
 
Recently the recipient of a Frost & Sullivan Award, Siemens IQ•SPECT is enabling cardiologists to 
optimize their myocardial perfusion imaging procedures enabling the ability to use less radiotracer 
dose, reduce exam time, and improve patient throughput.   
 
New Orleans, April 4, 2011 — Siemens Healthcare wil l demonstrate how users of the Symbia 

S and Symbia T series, SPECT and SPECT•CT systems, respectively, are taking advantage 

of IQ•SPECT, to dramatically reduce the length of i maging protocols. A field-upgradeable 

combination of hardware and software, IQ•SPECT is h elping nuclear cardiologists cut the 

cardiac imaging protocol from 20 minutes to less th an five minutes. These shortened exams 

enable a sustainable approach to nuclear cardiology  that potentially enables decreased 

radiation dose to patients, assists to make the pro cedure more tolerable for the elderly, 

provides high quality diagnostic information, and a llows users to better utilize an imaging 

resource that is hampered by limited availability o f the key radiotracer.  

 

“There is a significant difference between a four-minute SPECT scan with IQ•SPECT and a 

conventional 20-minute SPECT because many older patients cannot tolerate a longer scan; in our 

practice IQ•SPECT provides the opportunity to obtain quality SPECT imaging information in cases 

where it would not have been possible to even attempt imaging,” said James R. Corbett, MD, 

Director, Cardiovascular Nuclear Medicine, Professor, Departments of Internal Medicine and 

Radiology, University Hospital, University of Michigan Health System, Ann Arbor. 

 

In recognition of its market-differentiating features, Siemens recently received the Product 

Differentiation Excellence Award, Nuclear Cardiology, North America, 2011, from industry analyst 

group Frost & Sullivan.  

 

“Despite the benefits to clinical decision making conferred by the modality, the cardiac SPECT 

market has been faced with challenging circumstances that have led to a significant shift in the 

traditional provider setting,” said Sangeetha Prabakar, Industry Analyst, Frost & Sullivan. “With 

IQ•SPECT, Siemens has delivered a solution that addresses the cost sensibilities engendered by 
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decreased reimbursement and the relative scarcity of the radiotracer. Using a field-upgradeable 

approach to providing high-quality imaging in almost a quarter of the time of conventional SPECT, 

Siemens has clearly demonstrated its leadership in this space.” 

 

IQ•SPECT brings enhanced value to patients, medical facilities, and cardiologists and is an ideal fit 

for hospital-based cardiology imaging needs. It has been shown to reduce radiotracer doses by up 

to 50%, thus translating into lower amounts of radiation for the patient, and potential increased cost 

savings and access to radiotracer supply for the medical facility. IQ•SPECT utilizes SMARTZOOM 

collimators, which focus on the heart, collecting up to four times more counts than conventional, 

large-bore, parallel-hole collimators; cardio-centric orbit acquisition, which ensures that the heart is 

always in the SMARTZOOM collimator’s “sweet spot,” or magnification zone, as opposed to the 

gantry’s mechanical center; and, lastly, a proprietary 3D reconstruction algorithm that models the 

position of each of the 48,000 collimator holes on each detector, allowing state-of-the-art distant-

dependent isotropic (3D) resolution recovery, CT-based attenuation correction (when using 

SPECT•CT), and energy window-based scatter correction. 

 

”Nuclear cardiology professionals are looking for ways to become more efficient and IQ•SPECT 

provides optimizations for every aspect of the workflow,” said Doug Darrow, Vice President, 

Molecular Imaging Business Unit, Siemens Healthcare. “We also understand the constraints on the 

profession as a result of the Technetium shortage. Siemens’s dose conscious approach provides 

an opportunity to make more with less. Additionally, we operate PETNET Solutions Inc., a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Siemens Medical Solutions USA Inc., which has diligently worked with the 

National Cancer Institute and other agencies to validate alternative radiotracers. Siemens is thus 

offering a truly comprehensive approach to offering sustainable nuclear cardiology services.” 

 

Please visit Siemens at the 60th Annual Scientific Session and Expo of the American College of 

Cardiology (ACC) in booth 1629. 

 

The Siemens Healthcare Sector  is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry and a trendsetter in 

medical imaging, laboratory diagnostics, medical information technology and hearing aids. Siemens offers its customers 

products and solutions for the entire range of patient care from a single source – from prevention and early detection to 

diagnosis, and on to treatment and aftercare. By optimizing clinical workflows for the most common diseases, Siemens 

also makes healthcare faster, better and more cost-effective. Siemens Healthcare employs some 48,000 employees 

worldwide and operates around the world. In fiscal year 2010 (to September 30), the Sector posted revenue of 12.4 

billion euros and profit of around 750 million euros. For further information please visit: www.siemens.com/healthcare 
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