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As cardiologists are re-evaluating how
they diagnose and treat cardiovascular
diseases, what are the key issues
Siemens’ customers face?

Today’s medical facilities are faced with a
patient population that is being diagnosed
at a younger age and could remain in a
physician’s care for decades to come.
Medical professionals are also faced with a
new generation of technological
advances, which often challenge the cur-
rently accepted standards and protocols of
cardiology care. There needs to be an
understanding about the value of tech-
nologies, such as the SOMATOM®
Definition, the world’s first dual source
computed tomography system, and how
to best incorporate them into the patient
care process. This helps ensure that the
quality of care for patients is enhanced in
the most cost-effective manner.

Tell us about Siemens’ approach toward
cardiovascular solutions.

The solutions we introduce and provide to
the industry must enable and improve
the clinical workflow of our customers.
These technologies must enhance the
clinical care processes, resulting in more
efficient and effective patient care.

Additionally, Siemens is attuned to the
patient experience during the care process
through our work with leading medical
facilities. This is part of the "quality up,
cost down” focus Siemens brings to the
industry.

What role does information technology
(IT) play in cardiovascular care?

IT is playing an ever-expanding role in car-
diovascular care. It is extremely important
to have pertinent patient information and
images available at the point of care.
Inability to access patient information
results in delays in treatment, even possi-
ble mistreatment. Caregivers can be more
effective when necessary information is
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Addressing Cardiovascular Needs from the Ground Up (cont.)

readily available. Comprehensive health-
care IT solutions, such as Soarian®
Cardiovascular Enterprise, support the car-
diovascular care continuum from admis-
sion to follow-up. This scalable solution
integrates diagnostic image acquisition,
image processing and evidence-based
reporting tools from syngo® Dynamics
with Soarian Cardiology to provide a sin-
gle, longitudinal clinical repository that
becomes a true cardiovascular electronic
patient record (EPR). In addition, workflow
tools and decision support technology are
enhancing the efficiency and efficacy of
care by sending alerts, helping to prevent
misadministration of medications, and

This image was acquired using
Siemens’ SOMATOM® Definition, the
world’s first dual source computed
tomography (CT) system. A patient
with known chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease and contraindication
for beta blockers was scanned to diag-
nose the reason for a sudden onset of
acute atypical chest pain. The patient’s
shortness of breath made a scan time
below 10 seconds necessary, and a
temporal resolution of constant 83
milliseconds allowed motion-free
imaging of a varying heart rate from
85-93 beats per minute.

Image Courtesy of the University of
Erlangen-Niirnberg and Siemens
Medical Solutions

informing care providers of possible drug
interactions and allergies. Decision sup-
port technology also supports the utiliza-
tion of care paths or disease-based patient
care protocols.

What is the future of cardiology and
how is Siemens playing a part in that
future?

The future of cardiology will incorporate
disease management across the continu-
um of care — from diagnosis in the physi-
cian’s office, integrated with hospital-
based interventions, to follow-up and
rehabilitative care. Advances in IT will
make this possible, placing information

where caregivers need it most — at the
point of care.

Web-based technology will allow care-
givers to review and update patient
records in real-time on handheld devices.
New innovations in diagnostic imaging
techniques will continue to provide proce-
dures and methods for diagnosing disease
earlier, even when patients are classified
as “subclinical” or not yet having any
symptoms of disease. In addition, inter-
ventional techniques will continue to pro-
vide alternatives to more invasive surgical
procedures, resulting in a decrease in the
length of stays for these patients and a
subsequent decrease in the overall cost of
treatment.

What impression of Siemens should
attendees leave with at ACC 2006?
Siemens provides a comprehensive, holis-
tic solution for cardiovascular services that
encompasses the entire continuum of
care. Siemens’ solution is comprised of IT
that provides a longitudinal patient
record, including integrated disease man-
agement for the physician office environ-
ment, innovative imaging technologies
that provide better and more efficient
diagnostic information, and services to
help our customers maximize their return
on investment by optimizing clinical, oper-
ational and financial processes.
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On account of certain regional limitations of sales
rights and service availability, we cannot guarantee
that all products and features included in this
brochure are available through the Siemens sales
organization worldwide. Siemens reserves the right
to modify the design, packaging, specifications, and
options described herein without prior notice. Please
contact your local Siemens sales representative for
the most current information. Note: Any technical
data contained in this document may vary within
defined tolerances. Original images always lose a cer-
tain amount of detail when reproduced.

The information in this document contains general
technical descriptions of specifications and options as Siemens Medical
well as standard and optional features which may not SOI utions th at he|p

always be present in individual cases.
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