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SIEMENS MEDICAL SOLUTIONS DIAGNOSTICS ANNOUNCES THE NEXT GENERATION IN AUTOMATED VIRAL LOAD TESTING – THE VERSANT® 440 MOLECULAR SYSTEM APPROVED IN CANADA

Walkaway Automation for Increased Productivity and Improved Workflow

Tarrytown, NY, May 16, 2007 – Siemens Medical Solutions Diagnostics (www.siemens.com/diagnostics) announced today that the VERSANT 440 Molecular System has been approved for marketing by Health Canada for viral load testing of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and the hepatitis C virus (HCV). The enhanced automation of the VERSANT 440 provides laboratories with greater throughput and less hands-on time, maximizing productivity to meet the evolving needs of the clinical laboratory.

The VERSANT 440 Molecular System uses branched DNA technology (bDNA) that simplifies testing by eliminating nucleic acid extraction and removing the risk of cross-contamination. The VERSANT 440 delivers molecular assays for HIV and HCV.  Both the VERSANT® HIV-1 RNA and HCV RNA 3.0 Assays demonstrate excellent precision across the entire reporting range, and a high level of reproducibility that allows viral load changes to be distinguished accurately, facilitating patient management.  

The VERSANT 440 Molecular System is a viral load platform designed for flexible walkaway automation. The system streamlines workflow by integrating bar code data entry, automated reagent processing, detection, and downloadable patient worklist and results through a Laboratory Information System interface software.

-more-
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Siemens Medical Solutions Diagnostics

Siemens Medical Solutions Diagnostics offers a broad portfolio of performance-driven diagnostic solutions that assist in the diagnosis, monitoring and management of disease. Products and services bring together the right balance of science, technology, and practicality across the healthcare continuum to empower medical professionals with the vital information they need to deliver better, more personalized healthcare to patients around the globe. Visit us at www.siemens.com/diagnostics. 

Siemens Medical Solutions

Siemens Medical Solutions of Siemens AG (NYSE: SI) is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. Recent acquisitions in the area of in-vitro diagnostics – such as Diagnostic Products Corporation and Bayer Diagnostics – mark a significant milestone for Siemens as it becomes the first full service diagnostics company. Employing more than 41,000 people worldwide and operating in over 130 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 8.23 billion EUR, orders of 9.33 billion EUR and group profit of 1.06 billion EUR for fiscal 2006 (Sept. 30). Further information can be found by visiting www.usa.siemens.com/medical-pressroom.
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� The VERSANT 440 is not approved by FDA for commercial availability in the United States.  VERSANT 440 is CE-Marked in Europe for use with the VERSANT HIV-1 RNA, HCV RNA, and HBV DNA 3.0 assays (bDNA).





