Charles Grodin starred in movies over a 30-year period. Most notably The Heartbreak Kid, Midnight Run and the children’s classic, Beethoven movies.

When his son entered first grade, he chose to no longer travel and began “The Charles Grodin Show” on CNBC and MSNBC from 1995-2000. It stands as the highest-rated show ever in its time period for the network. It also was nominated for a cable ACE award as “Best Talk Show” every year there were ACE awards. It was a place in television where the unprotected – the homeless, the victims of domestic violence, and people serving unfair prisons sentences were given a voice.

Mr. Grodin produced videos that were considered responsible in securing clemency for four women in prison under New York’s draconian Rockefeller Drug Laws. He was also cited by New York’s former Governor Pataki as helping in getting those laws reformed. For this, he recently received the William Kuntsler Award for Racial Justice. He’s also recently received a Help Hero Award for his efforts on behalf of the homeless. All of the proceeds from his current book, If I Only Knew Then (learning from our mistakes), benefit Help USA, which serves the homeless. Mr. Grodin is a long-time board member of Help USA. All of the proceeds from his next book, due out in the spring of 2009, will go to Mentoring USA, where he has also been a long-time board member.  

He was recently honored by Habitat for Humanity for his efforts on behalf of the homeless.

He has been highly acclaimed for his books. His bestselling It Would be So Nice If You Weren’t Here is considered the actor’s bible and is required reading in many acting schools.

He’s had three plays successfully produced in New York, two of which played to completely sold out runs. He won an Emmy as a writer for the Paul Simon special, as well as Best Actor award for his performance in “Same Time Next Year” on Broadway.

He has served as a commentator for 60 Minutes II and is currently a commentator for CBS News Radio in New York and all across America. He also writes a weekly opinion piece for the New York Daily News Website. Mr. Grodin is a distinguish member of the Children's Health Fund’s Advisory Council. He is very active in raising awareness and funds to Children’s Health Fund’s efforts to provide high-quality health care services to the nation’s most medically underserved children and their families through the development and support of innovative primary care medical programs, response to public health crises, and the promotion of guaranteed access to appropriate health care for all children.
###
