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Karen Redlener has had a 35-year career dedicated to improving access to health care for some of the nation’s most disadvantaged children and families. Ms. Redlener is a founding member of the Board of The Children’s Health Fund and has served as its Executive Director since 2003. She holds a Master’s of Science in Health Management and Policy from the New School University. 

As Executive Director of The Children’s Health Fund, Ms. Redlener oversees the development of health care programs that help increase access to care for medically underserved populations both in NYC and across the country. She is also responsible for the administrative and financial operations of the organization.
As Executive Director of Community Pediatric Programs at The Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, Ms. Redlener has principal responsibility for program development, budget and oversight of its major pediatric health care programs. As the original director of the New York Children’s Health Project, a program serving homeless children and families, Ms. Redlener designed the prototype mobile pediatric unit, which has served as the model for projects across the United States. Ms. Redlener is also a founding member of a New York City-based coalition of homeless healthcare providers, which has helped advocate on behalf of homeless individuals and programs for nearly 10 years.
Ms. Redlener also served as team leader and principal developer of the South Bronx Health Center for Children and Families, a Montefiore-affiliated neighborhood-based health center, as well as, more recently, of the Harlem Children’s Health Project, a school-based health care program affiliated with the Harlem Children’s Zone, Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health, and New York-Presbyterian Hospital.
All three of the health care programs mentioned above are members of The Children’s Health Fund’s National Network.

Ms. Redlener started her health care career in the early 1970s as a VISTA volunteer in rural Arkansas, where she worked at a community health center and was responsible for the development of a social service program and early child development initiative for a five-county region.

###

