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Siemens Supports Children’s Health Fund through Online Auction of Digital Radiography System

Ysio donated to charity to promote the need for better health care for homeless and medically disadvantaged children

Malvern, Pa., December 8, 2008 – Let the bidding begin! Hospitals throughout the United States can now go online to bid on the Ysio®, the first-to-market digital radiography (DR) system with wireless detector from Siemens Healthcare (www.siemens.com/healthcare). The system has been donated to the Children’s Health Fund (CHF), a national organization dedicated to providing health care for homeless and medically disadvantaged children and advocating on behalf of all children, to be put up for auction.  CHF will enable hospitals to bid online for the new DR system, thereby offering one lucky hospital and its community a DR solution for virtually all clinical demands. All proceeds from the event benefit CHF (www.childrenshealthfund.org)*.

In a time when healthcare and other economic issues weigh heavily on everyone’s minds, access to the most up-to-date medical imaging technology, as well as providing quality patient care to everyone, despite their financial situation, has been especially challenging for the under-served pediatric population and their families in both rural and urban settings.

“The unprecedented fiscal crises the nation is now facing means very difficult times ahead for some of our most disadvantaged children and families,” stated Irwin Redlener, MD, president, Children’s Health Fund. “We are extremely grateful to Siemens Healthcare for selecting the Children’s Health Fund to benefit from the online auction of the Ysio. The funds donated will be used to support the CHF program’s capacity to provide urgently needed health and mental health services to children and families across the nation.”

Founded in 1987 by singer/songwriter Paul Simon, and pediatrician/advocate Dr. Irwin Redlener, CHF is committed to providing health care to the nation's most medically under-served children and their families through the development and support of innovative medical programs, response to public health crises, and the promotion of guaranteed access to appropriate health care for all children. CHF partners with major academic medical centers to deliver health care to disadvantaged children and families, via state-of-the-art mobile medical units, in both rural and urban areas across the country.

Similar to other popular, free online auction websites, the auction for the Ysio system enables authorized bidders from U.S. hospitals to submit bids anonymously online, with the highest bid displayed on the auction’s website, www.ysioauction.com, in real-time. When a higher bid is registered, the new amount will then be displayed on the auction’s home page. The final bid at the end of the auction will be the winning bid, once it has been verified and the winning hospital notified. 

Auction bidding opened this morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and will continue until December 18 at 5:00 p.m. (ET). Registrants bidding in the auction must be authorized purchasing officers for their organizations, and pre-qualified before placing a bid online. The starting bid for the Ysio is $99,999. (The system’s list price is $450,000.)

“Siemens innovations contribute to the health and well-being of people throughout the world, while improving operational efficiencies and optimizing workflow in hospitals, clinics, home health agencies, and doctors’ offices,” said Claus Grill, vice president, Angiography, Cardiac, and X-ray Systems, Siemens Healthcare. “We are honored to donate the Ysio system to Children’s Health Fund, and partner with them to better equip their hospitals and doctors with the latest technologies for optimal patient care.” 

About the Ysio

Due to its versatility, the Ysio serves radiography needs no matter what the imaging volume, protocols, or patient profiles, and its performance features, which are geared toward short examination times, make it an ideal system for increasing daily patient throughput. Ysio serves as an integrated command center where users can control their workflow from registration to image data management.

With more than 500 different preset examination positions, Ysio can save preparation time and effort. Simply pressing a button on the wireless remote will automatically move the X-ray tube into position. The system can even be configured to bypass room fixtures during its automated travel to the imaging position. 

Ysio’s ergonomic table design caters to the full spectrum of patient profiles from pediatrics to bariatrics, offering a 660-pound weight capacity and a low table height of 21 inches for convenient positioning when shifting sick or elderly patients from wheelchair to table. 

The wireless detector (wi-D) handles like a cassette and can be removed from the table and placed directly underneath or next to the patient for exposures that are difficult or impossible to take using a fixed detector. As a digital radiography solution, Ysio delivers pristine image quality with high-resolution images available within seconds of acquisition. Images acquired with the wi-D can be previewed in as little as five seconds without the need to change or process cassettes.

To view the latest bids on the Ysio through December 18 at 5:00 p.m. (ET), visit www.ysioauction.com.

*Acceptance of the proceeds of this auction does not constitute an endorsement of the Ysio by the Children’s Health Fund.

The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. The company is a renowned medical solutions provider with core competence and innovative strength in diagnostic and therapeutic technologies as well as in knowledge engineering, including information technology and system integration. With its laboratory diagnostics acquisitions, Siemens Healthcare is the first integrated healthcare company, bringing together imaging and lab diagnostics, therapy, and healthcare information technology solutions, supplemented by consulting and support services. Siemens Healthcare delivers solutions across the entire continuum of care – from prevention and early detection, to diagnosis, therapy and care. Additionally, Siemens Healthcare is the global market leader in innovative hearing instruments. The company employs around 49,000 people worldwide and operates in 130 countries. In the fiscal year 2008 (Sept. 30), Siemens Healthcare reported sales of €11.2 billion, orders of €11.8 billion, and Sector profit of €1.2 billion. Further information can be found by visiting www.siemens.com/healthcare.

Founded in 1987 by singer/songwriter Paul Simon, and pediatrician/advocate Irwin Redlener, MD, the Children’s Health Fund (CHF) is committed to providing health care to the nation's most medically under-served children and their families through the development and support of innovative medical programs, response to public health crises, and the promotion of guaranteed access to appropriate health care for all children. They partner with major academic medical centers to deliver health care to disadvantaged children and families, via state-of-the-art mobile medical units, in both rural and urban areas across the country. For more information about CHF, visit www.ChildrensHealthFund.org.
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