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SIEMENS IMAGE AND KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT DIVISION: COMBINING THE POWERS OF DIGITAL MEDICAL IMAGING AND HEALTHCARE IT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF CARE
Siemens Medical Solutions has combined the powers of digital medical imaging and healthcare information technology (IT) to execute on its vision to develop next generation solutions for image management and end-to-end workflow that are role-based, context-sensitive and knowledge-driven. By bringing all its imaging-based IT solutions under one umbrella, the Image and Knowledge Management (IKM) Division, Siemens provides a dynamic combination of workflow management, systems expertise, ergonomics and knowledge management. This further strengthens Siemens Medical Solutions leadership in integrated healthcare IT. The interoperable, role-based solutions of the IKM Division optimize workflow and offer clinicians complete patient information at their fingertips. Various competencies have been joined together seamlessly to form the new division: the syngo® software platform for all imaging modalities, applications for multi-modality processing, RIS/PACS and Computer Aided Diagnosis (CAD). 
With syngo, Siemens provides an intuitive, common user interface across imaging modalities, providing outstanding capabilities and ease of use in the generation, management and processing of diagnostic and therapeutic images. syngo is designed to integrate medical imaging into a comprehensive, role-based clinical workflow, from referral to billing, and enables an optimized utilization of imaging systems. The syngo installed base includes more than 1,000 cardiology customers, more than 3,300 radiology customers and more than 4,500 MultiModality Workplaces around the globe. More than 50,000 syngo licenses have been issued worldwide.
-more-
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Siemens open, adaptable RIS/PACS solution encompasses software solutions for documentation, reporting, distribution and archiving of digital medical images and reports, accompanying multi-vendor hardware. 
As the demands on clinicians grow, the need for CAD products and knowledge-driven clinical decision support is increasing rapidly. Siemens is working in close collaboration with leading academic medical centers throughout the world on the development of innovative CAD tools providing automated detection, change detection and characterization. Current areas of focus are CAD tools for thoracic imaging, virtual colonography, whole-body hybrid imaging, echocardiography and breast MR. 

Furthermore, Siemens is developing trendsetting data mining products to leverage the vast amounts of electronic healthcare data and information – including patient records, outcome studies and clinical trials – to provide clinical decision support. Examples include tools to measure and improve quality of care, and personalized therapy plans for patients with lung cancer. The IKM Division will focus on the development, clinical validation and commercialization of these innovative technologies in accordance with applicable privacy laws.
Siemens image management and workflow solutions are creating added value for customers in more than 80 countries worldwide. A partnership between Siemens and NYU Medical Center (NYUMC) is leading toward the total integration of NYUMC’s radiology department. Alamance Regional Medical Center in Burlington, N.C., has reported an increase in productivity by at least 15 percent immediately after implementing syngo. The Klinikum St. Marien Community Hospital in Amberg, Germany, has stated that with syngo, it has made a “quantum leap” in overall work quality. Siemens was awarded one of the largest projects in Tuscany, Italy, connecting five healthcare organizations, 12 hospitals and two technical centers, as well as more than 300 connected modalities and more than one million procedures per year with its integrated radiology solution. 
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In recognition of its efforts in optimizing its healthcare IT product line and enhancing the key features offered to clients, Siemens was named the 2006 Frost & Sullivan Awards Product Line Strategy Leadership and Medical Imaging Company of the Year. 
Siemens Medical Solutions of Siemens AG (NYSE: SI), with headquarters in Erlangen, Germany and Malvern, Pa., is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. Recent acquisitions in the area of in-vitro diagnostics – such as Diagnostic Products Corporation – mark a significant milestone for Siemens as it becomes the first full service diagnostics company. Employing approximately 36,000 people worldwide and operating in more than 130 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 8.23 billion EUR, orders of 9.33 billion EUR and group profit of 1.06 billion EUR for fiscal 2006 (preliminary figures). 

Further information can be found by visiting www.usa.siemens.com/medical-pressroom. 
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