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OPENING THE DOORS TO MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY: SIEMENS INTRODUCES AN AFFORDABLE, ALL-NEW 1.5T MRI.
Siemens MAGNETOM Essenza Could Expand Access to Diagnostic Health Care 

MALVERN, Pa., Oct. 17, 2007 – Siemens Medical Solutions (www.usa.siemens.com/medical) today announced that it recently received U.S. Food and Drug Administration 510(k) clearance for a ground-breaking magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) system that will change the paradigm of how high-field MRI is offered, opening up access to diagnostic care previously unavailable in many communities. 

Pricing for the new 1.5 Tesla (T) MAGNETOM® Essenza can be as much as $500,000 less than other 1.5T systems, allowing providers to upgrade from low-field MRI systems or to add an MRI system for the first time. Most importantly, the Essenza makes it possible for small hospitals and diagnostic imaging centers to offer a new range of imaging services.

“MAGNETOM Essenza addresses a real need in many small hospitals, where the cost of technology has prevented some facilities from investing in high-field systems,” said Jeffrey Bundy, vice president, Siemens Medical Solutions, MR Division. “MAGNETOM Essenza is an example of how Siemens has listened to its customers and put innovation to work in R&D to quickly bring a new product to market that ultimately will help physicians improve patient care.”

The MAGNETOM Essenza combines excellent system performance with a patient-friendly design at one of the lowest total costs of ownership in the industry today. The magnet has simple siting requirements, is lightweight (approximately 3.5 tons), and has an ultra-short bore-length of 145 cm. 

Once installed, the system is designed to provide an optimal operating cost, which could save facilities as much as 50 percent on their MR energy bill compared with older systems.* Further, the system’s advanced magnet design helps to ensure maximum product uptime with a state-of-the-art zero helium boil-off magnet.
-more-
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MAGNETOM Essenza: Head to toe applications with a great bottom line
Thanks to its 1.5T field strength, MAGNETOM Essenza delivers outstanding image quality that supports a complete range of clinical applications, including neurology, orthopedics, body imaging, angiography, cardiology, breast imaging, oncology and pediatric imaging. At the same time the automated workflow makes MAGNETOM Essenza simple to learn and easy to use for less experienced MR users. The high field strength can improve diagnostic confidence and the system’s powerful V-engine gradients (30 mT/m) and Tim™ (Total imaging matrix) technology boost patient throughput. 

MAGNETOM Essenza has up to 25 seamlessly integrated coil elements and eight independent radiofrequency channels. Tim allows flexible combinations of up to four different coils that make patient and coil repositioning virtually unnecessary, translating into workflow improvements. For example, clinicians can perform a whole central nervous system exam in less than 10 minutes. Additionally, the system’s ultra-short bore will alleviate concerns of claustrophobia since many patients can be imaged with their head outside of the bore.

MAGNETOM Essenza also features Siemens’ newest coil innovation, the IsoCenter Matrix coil, which is placed in the isocenter of the magnet, meaning that it is always in position and ready to scan. This unique, integrated design offers high image quality, efficient patient set-up and faster throughput. Technologists will no longer need to carry a spine coil. The IsoCenter Matrix coil can also be used in flexible combinations with anterior coils and works as a 140 cm coil in multi-step exams to avoid tedious repositioning.
For areas which are difficult to image, Siemens’ unique Focus Shoulder Array brings off-center images into focus. Together with the six-element parallel-acquisition–compatible design of the coil this enables pristine image quality, leading to improved diagnostic confidence.
-more-
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The Essenza will be the fourth 1.5T system to join Siemens’ product portfolio, which also includes the MAGNETOM Avanto, the MAGNETOM Espree and the MAGNETOM Symphony. Each system is tailored to fit the diverse needs of healthcare providers, whether they are at large university or teaching hospitals or small diagnostic imaging centers and community-based facilities.
About Siemens Medical Solutions

Siemens Medical Solutions of Siemens AG (NYSE: SI) is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. Recent acquisitions in the area of in-vitro diagnostics – such as Diagnostic Products Corporation and Bayer Diagnostics – mark a significant milestone for Siemens as it becomes the first full service diagnostics company. Employing more than 41,000 people worldwide and operating in over 130 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 8.23 billion EUR, orders of 9.33 billion EUR and group profit of 1.06 billion EUR for fiscal 2006 (Sept. 30). Further information can be found by visiting www.usa.siemens.com/medical-pressroom. 

*Actual results may vary; data on file.






