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SIEMENS LAUNCHES ADVANCED DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AT RSNA 2005  

AXIOM Aristos FX Plus Streamlines Workflow in Pediatrics, Orthopedics and Trauma 

CHICAGO, Nov. 28, 2005 – Siemens Medical Solutions unveils AXIOM Aristos FX Plus at the 91st Scientific Assembly and Annual Meeting of the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA) from Nov. 27 to Dec. 2 (booth #4337) in Chicago. Suited for both pediatric and adult applications, this automated digital radiography (DR) system offers a complete solution to streamline workflow in today’s busy healthcare environment. Further demonstrating its commitment to efficient and quality patient care through enhanced radiography solutions, Siemens also will introduce advanced applications for its AXIOM MULTIX M DR system.
“Hospitals and medical facilities are continually faced with the dilemma of increasing radiology department productivity while maintaining patient satisfaction and care,” said Manfred Fink, vice president, Angiography and X-ray Division, Siemens Medical Solutions. “With the Aristos FX Plus, Siemens’ customers can meet this challenge head-on. From pediatrics to orthopedics to trauma, the system fits easily into a variety of environments and clinical settings. And through advanced enhancements and applications, it provides a total radiography solution allowing technologists to spend less time on equipment and more time with their patients.” 

The AXIOM Aristos FX Plus builds upon the success of Siemens’ flagship digital radiography system, the AXIOM Aristos FX, with an array of enhancements and applications to further streamline workflow and improve patient throughput, including: 

· Enhanced system drive mechanism – The enhanced drive mechanism expedites flexible, convenient patient positioning and imaging.
· Redesigned detector housing – Incorporating the product design of the AXIOM Artis family of angiography systems, the Aristos FX Plus features a redesigned detector housing unit for improved grid management. With the touch of a button, the grid is released for easy exchange or removal from any position.
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· Wireless remote* –Technologists can easily control all parts of the system via a wireless remote. Collimator setting, patient table movements, tube and detector position, and oblique tracking can be managed without leaving the patient’s side. 

· Operating system – The 19-inch monitor provides for clearer visualization of images, helping to increase diagnostic confidence and improve quality assurance. 

· DICOM DX Object –This enhancement digitally labels patient positions to assist the radiologist in more precise interpretation of a study. 

Opening the door to today’s most advanced applications, the AXIOM Aristos FX Plus also can be easily customized and integrated into pediatric, trauma, and orthopedic environments. In addition to a traditional adult design, the system’s tabletop and supports are available in pediatric design with child-friendly decals to help ease patient anxieties. Scoliosis and advanced orthopedic applications can also be performed on the system via the latest software, VB20. Siemens’ LEONARDO post-processing workstation enables the scoliosis/long leg images to be stored in the same folder as the rest of patient images, facilitating interpretation and diagnosis. 

AXIOM Aristos technologies produce proven outcomes, enabling radiology departments to handle a high volume of patients in need of radiographic procedures without compromising image quality or care. Additionally, without the need to repeat procedures, patients receive less radiation dose. The digital images obtained with an AXIOM Aristos system are immediately available on the local network anytime, anywhere, without the need for film storage and retrieval.

MULTIX M Orthopedic and Trauma Applications

At RSNA 2005, the Angiography and X-Ray Division also will introduce advanced orthopedic and trauma applications for its AXIOM MULTIX M DR system with mobile flat detector. The new trauma/emergency room configuration will allow clinicians to obtain digital images of critically ill and injured patients within seconds, without having to transfer these patients to the radiology department. In addition, new software enhancements will offer scoliosis and long leg applications for orthopedic imaging.  
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Proven successful in more than 50 installations across the U.S. just in the last 18 months, the AXIOM MULTIX M is recognized for its versatility across a broad spectrum of radiographic applications, including pediatrics.

“We selected the AXIOM MULTIX M for our facility because of its flexibility,” stated Christina Bryarly, supervisor, Radiology, Tacoma General and Mary Bridge Children's Hospital. “The MULTIX M enables the technologist to obtain true digital images anywhere within the procedure room. In a pediatric setting, we need to get our studies completed with the least possible anxiety to the patients and their families. On the MULTIX M, we can perform any challenging view with ease. This means that I can utilize the room without having to put constraints on the patients or studies imaged.”

Siemens’ imaging technologies are supported by the company’s Service Organization and Accessory Solutions group to ensure that customers get the most out of the technology, thus maximizing return on investment. 

Focused on proactive, preventive service, to help customers stay up and running so they can take better care of their patients, Siemens Service Organization promotes proactive maintenance, maximum uptime and increased profitability and usability of its customers’ systems. A comprehensive portfolio of enhanced productivity services, from remote diagnostics and antivirus protection to integrated customer care solutions is offered to meet the exact needs of the healthcare continuum.

Siemens Accessory Solutions group complements the company’s complete solutions for diagnostics and therapy, with competitive pricing and the ease of acquisition from a single source.

Accessories include computed radiography systems, documentation systems, injectors, laser cameras, quality assurance products, positioning devices and table-related accessories, special furniture and much more.
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Siemens Medical Solutions of Siemens AG (NYSE: SI) with headquarters in Malvern, Pennsylvania and Erlangen, Germany, is one of the largest suppliers to the healthcare industry in the world. The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. Employing approximately 31,000 people worldwide and operating in more than 120 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 7.6 billion EUR, orders of 8.6 billion EUR and group profit of 976 million EUR for fiscal 2005 (preliminary figures). More information can be obtained by visiting http://www.usa.siemens.com/medical-pressroom.
* Wireless remote is under development and not commercially available in the U.S., and its future availability cannot be ensured.

###

News Release








