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Siemens Molecular Testing System has New Operating System
Deerfield, Ill., November 10, 2008 - Siemens Healthcare (www.siemens.com/diagnostics) has received 510(k) clearance from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for use of its new Apple iMac OSX operating system to support the company’s TRUGENE® HIV-1 Genotyping Kit and the OpenGene® DNA Sequencing System. The new operating system benefits the molecular testing needs of laboratory customers by increasing patient data storage, expanding patient data management capabilities, accelerating sequencing capabilities and advancing customized reporting functionalities. 
Siemens TRUGENE® HIV-1 Genotyping Kit and OpenGene DNA Sequencing System provide a clinically validated, FDA-cleared method for monitoring HIV-1 resistance in patients, and their response to certain therapeutic drugs (antiretrovirals). In order to maintain optimal therapy, it is critical to monitor the effectiveness of the multiple drugs commonly prescribed to HIV-1 patients. Resistance to these drugs can develop quickly due to virus mutations.
Siemens works closely with medical experts to monitor the most up-to-date HIV drugs and treatment guidelines, and also identify viral mutations which are resistant to these HIV drugs. This information is used to update guideline algorithms that advance laboratory personnel’s ability to generate more accurate and relevant patient data.  

Siemens TRUGENE HIV-1 Genotyping Kit and OpenGene DNA Sequencing System were introduced more than ten years ago and have an established reputation for identifying clinically relevant resistance mutations in HIV. 
The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world’s largest suppliers to the healthcare industry. The company is a renowned medical solutions provider with core competence and innovative strength in diagnostic and therapeutic technologies as well as in knowledge engineering, including information technology and system integration. With its laboratory diagnostics acquisitions, Siemens Healthcare is the first integrated healthcare company, bringing together imaging and lab diagnostics, therapy, and healthcare information technology solutions, supplemented by consulting and support services. Siemens Healthcare delivers solutions across the entire continuum of care – from prevention and early detection, to diagnosis, therapy and care. Additionally, Siemens Healthcare is the global market leader in innovative hearing instruments. The company employs more than 49,000 people worldwide and operates in 130 countries. In the fiscal year 2007 (Sept. 30), Siemens Healthcare reported sales of €9.85 billion, orders of €10.27 billion, and group profit of €1.32 billion. Further information can be found by visiting http://www.siemens.com/healthcare.
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