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SIEMENS ACHIEVES WORLD’S LARGEST INSTALLED BASE OF 64-SLICE COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY SYSTEMS

Preliminary Studies Show Promising Results on Clinical Capabilities of 64-Slice CT in Cardiology

ORLANDO, Fla., March 9, 2005 – Siemens Medical Solutions announces that it now has the world’s largest installed base of 64-slice computed tomography (CT) technology in clinical routine worldwide. Two hundred 64-slice CT systems have been installed, 80 of which include the SOMATOM Sensation Cardiac 64™ in cardiovascular hospital departments or institutions specialized in the diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular disease. Siemens will showcase the SOMATOM Sensation Cardiac 64 during the 2005 American College of Cardiology (ACC) Annual Scientific Sessions in Orlando, Fla., held from March 6 to 9 (booth # 441).

“With the SOMATOM Sensation Cardiac 64, CT is now entering routine cardiological diagnosis,” said Bernd Montag, Ph.D., president, CT Division, Siemens Medical Solutions. “Leading heart centers throughout the world have already implemented the SOMATOM Sensation Cardiac 64 into their diagnostic workflow.” Among them are William Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, Mich.; Toyohashi Heart Center, Japan; Deutsches Herzzentrum, Munich, Germany; and Centre Chirurgical Marie Lannelongue, Paris, France.

“The introduction of 64-slice coronary CT angiography is a major advancement in the noninvasive diagnosis of coronary artery disease,” said Gilbert Raff, M.D., director, Cardiac MRI/CT Research, William Beaumont Hospital. Preliminary studies show more than promising results on the clinical capabilities of the system in cardiology. One study at William Beaumont Hospital particularly focused on the prospects of the SOMATOM Sensation Cardiac 64 in the emergency room. Initial results suggest that due to its time and cost efficiency, coronary CT angiography could reduce the cost of care in patients presented to the emergency room without compromising diagnostic image quality.
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With the world’s fastest gantry rotation speed of 0.33 seconds, the SOMATOM Sensation Cardiac 64 routinely achieves a temporal resolution of 83 milliseconds, and thus facilitates scanning of patients even with higher heart rates, virtually freezing the heart’s motion. Utilizing Siemens’ unique z-SharpTM Technology, the scanner delivers optimal image quality with a routine isotropic resolution of below 0.4 millimeters. This unique temporal and isotropic spatial resolution, available in all routine and cardiac modes, allows for optimal evaluation of peripheral segments of the coronary arteries, including plaque evaluation, and improves follow-up assessment of stent patency with high confidence.

The combination of the fast rotation speed with 64-slice acquisition also enables an electrocardiography (ECG) gated coverage of the entire chest in a short 15-second breath hold. For the first time, this CT performance allows for the evaluation of the most common causes of acute chest pain with a single scan. A routine scan of the coronary arteries only takes about eight seconds.

Siemens Medical Solutions of Siemens AG (NYSE: SI) with headquarters in Malvern, Pennsylvania and Erlangen, Germany, is one of the largest suppliers to the healthcare industry in the world. The company is known for bringing together innovative medical technologies, healthcare information systems, management consulting, and support services, to help customers achieve tangible, sustainable, clinical and financial outcomes. Employing approximately 31,000 people worldwide and operating in more than 120 countries, Siemens Medical Solutions reported sales of 7.07 billion EUR, orders of 8.12 billion EUR and group profit of 1.05 billion EUR for fiscal 2004. More information can be obtained by visiting http://www.usa.siemens.com/medical-pressroom.
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